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Reflections on Technology and
Nursing Profession Development

Zxy-Yann Jane Lu ¢ Wil-Lie Chen® * Hai-Chiao Chen™ ¢ Meei Ou*** ¢ Hsueh-Kuei Lin****

ABSTRACT: Discussions of the impact of technological innovation on nursing practices have focused on how tech-
nology enhances nursing professional abilities to deliver quality nursing care, on one hand, and the
sacrifice of artistic and humanistic aspects of nursing on the other. The debate highlights the fun-
damental incompatibilities between technology and nursing. Instead of examining the interplay of
technology and nursing with the view of technological optimism and romanaticism, the authors apply
a social history of technology perspective and emphasize that technology is socially constructed and
historically contingent. The technological system and its dissemination produce and reproduce the
enduring patterns of power relations in areas such as gender, class and self-identity. This article dis-
cusses medical technology in the context of the nursing practice in an attempt to reveal the interplay
between technology and nursing with four major themes including the transformation of the owership
of technology, the transformation of nurses’ professional identity, the transformation of the relation-
ship between physicians and nurses, and the transformation of the nursing labor process. Implications

for nursing practice and directions for future research are suggested.

Key Words: technology, nursing, labor process, professional identity, gender.

RN, PhD, Professor, Institute of Clinical and Community Health Nursing, National Yang-Ming University; *RN, PhD,
Associate Professor, Department of Nursing, China Medical University; **RN, BSN, Instructor, Department of Nursing,
Chang Gung Institute of Technology, & Doctoral Student, School of Nursing, National Yang-Ming University; ***RN, MSM,
Instructor, Department of Nursing, National Yang-Ming University, & Doctoral Student, School of Nursing, National Yang-
Ming University; ****RN, MSN, Instructor, Department of Nursing, ST. Mary's Medicine Nursing and Management College,
& Doctoral Student, School of Nursing, National Yang-Ming University.

Received: May 26,2008  Revised: September 26, 2008  Accepted: March 4, 2009

Address correspondence to: Zxy-Yann Jane Lu, No. 155, Li-Nong St. Sec. 2, Bei-Tou, Taipei 11221, Taiwan, ROC.

Tel: 4886 (2) 2826-7226; E-mail: zylu@ym.edu.tw

WL S6K£3M - PERBEISF6A



